
Rivers Liu Introduces... 

 

A Day in the Life* 
 

“Images detached from every aspect of life merge into a common stream, and 

the former unity of life is lost forever. Apprehended in a partial way, 

reality unfolds in a new generality as a pseudo-world apart, solely as an 
object of contemplation. The tendency toward the specialization of images 

of the world finds its highest expression in the world of the autonomous 
image, where deceit deceives itself. The spectacle in its generality is a 

concrete inversion of life, and, as such, the autonomous movement of 

non-life.” (Guy Debord, The Society of the Spectacle, 1967)  
 

Consider these lyrics by THE BEATLES (“A Day in the Life”, from Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band, 1967). The song analyzes how we cope with trauma and 
disaster; specifically, how we use entertainment, routine, and romantic desire 

(all otherwise known as SPECTACLES) to deal with the inherent and unavoidable 

chaos of the world around us.  

 

I read the news today, oh boy  

About a lucky man who made the grade  

And though the news was rather sad  

Well I just had to laugh  

I saw the photograph. 

 

He blew his mind out in a car  

He didn't notice that the red lights had changed  

A crowd of people stood and stared  

They'd seen his face before  

Nobody was really sure  

If he was from the House of Lords. 

 

I saw a film today, oh boy  

The English army had just won the war  

A crowd of people turned away  

But I just had to look  

Having read the book  

I'd love to turn you on. 

 



(Interlude) 

Woke up, fell out of bed,  

Dragged a comb across my head  

Found my way downstairs and drank a cup,  

And looking up I noticed I was late. 

Found my coat and grabbed my hat  

Made the bus in seconds flat  

Found my way upstairs and had a smoke,  

Somebody spoke and I went into a dream. 

(End of Interlude) 

 

I read the news today oh boy  

Four thousand holes in Blackburn, Lancashire  

And though the holes were rather small  

They had to count them all  

Now they know how many holes it takes to fill the Albert Hall.  

I'd love to turn you on. 

 

FILMOGRAPHY: 

 

- Charlottesville white supremacy protest, 2017 (found footage) 

- White supremacist and mass murderer Dylann Roof, 2015 (newscast segment) 

- Las Vegas shooting, 2017 (found footage) 

- Boston bombing, 2013 (Boston Globe segment) 

- Ferguson riots, 2014 (NYT segment and found footage)  

- 9/11 (found footage) 

- Judith Butler: Speaking of Rage and Grief, 2014 

- Martin Luther King, Jr., clip from “I Have a Dream” speech, 1963 

- A Day in the Life by the Beatles (music video), 1967 

- 10 Things I Hate About You, 1999 (tentative) 

- Love Actually, 2003 (tentative) 

- Say Anything..., 1989 (tentative) 

  

 


